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Smooth cordgrass, saltmarsh 
cordgrass or oystergrass

�‡ Native grass

�‡ Forms dense colonies along shorelines and intertidal 
flats in coastal wetlands

�‡ Primarily spreads by vegetative propagation (rhizomes)

�‡ Facultative halophyte

�‡ Ideal salinity range is 8 to 33 ppt

�‡ Primarily used for erosion control along shorelines, 
canal banks & levees

�‡ Provides effective buffer that dissipates energy, reduces 
shoreline scouring, traps suspended sediments and is 
an effective soil stabilizer

�‡ Cumulative effects from organic matter production, 
sediment trapping, and erosion control not only provide 
shoreline protection but also accelerate sediment 
accumulation and near-shore building


