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Bayou Lafourche

(www.restoreourbayou.com)

ÅExtends 172 
km from 
Mississippi 
River to Gulf 
of Mexico

ÅBorder 
between 
Barataria and 
Terrebonne 
Estuaries



Å1830 ïCanal built linking Bayou Lafourche and Bayou 
Terrebonne

ÅSteamboats and other vessels carried passengers and 
products between Donaldsonville and GOM

ÅWater source for homes, businesses, industry, and 
agriculture

ÅFishing, recreation, and travel

Emmer et al. 2003. Bayou Lafourche from Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico:  

An evolving landscape 1941-2003

Historic Bayou Lafourche



Historic Bayou Lafourche

ÅMain distributary of Mississippi River approx. 

2000 years ago

ÅOnce Mississippi River changed to present 

course, flow and channel width decreased 

Å1904 ïLocal residents built the initial dam, later 

replaced by Mississippi River flood control 

levee 


