Movements of Black Drum on Louisiana Oyster Reefs




Introduction:
s , A argest member of Sciaenidae
ARange

Amportant commercial and recreational species

MMolluscivorous

AJse pharyngeal teeth to crush shells

~ Ampact oyster production

_ /Scent, sound, and fishing as deterrents
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Movements:

A Low recapture rates (1-4%)

A Limited movement <10 km (Osburn and Matlock 1984,
Simmons and Breuer 1962, Topp 1963)

A Little inter-bay movement

~ A Annual spawning migration
lovement over 600 km (Murphy etal. 1998)
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Restoration of Oyster Reefs:

A Ecosystem ServiCes (ame etal. 2002, rabowski 2004
I Provide habitat for a diverse community of organisms
I Increase fishery production
I Dissipate wave energy and protect of salt marshes

'|' Carbon sequestering




ODbjectives:

A Document movement patterns on three
spatial scales

A Assess site fidelity to oyster reefs
A Seasonal variation
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Study Area:

A Shallow wind driven
estuary

A Land loss
A Salinity 10-20 &

A Oyster production
| .. S APredation

= : Creole Bay

Redfish Bay



